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THE OLGA LOWE AUTOGRAPH COLLECTION 

The Olga Lowe Autograph Collection – a personal collection of autographs, letters  and 
entertainment memorabilia owned by the veteran film, stage, musical/cabaret and TV 
actress Olga Lowe (1919–2013).   
 
Olga Lowe had an illustrious career that spanned over 70 years, performing and socialising 
with cinematic and singing greats such as the Marx Brothers, Carmen Miranda, Ivor Novello, 
Noel Coward, Bob Hope, Clint Eastwood, Richard Burton, Roger Moore, Kenneth Branagh, 
Eartha Kitt, Pearl Bailey, and many others. Olga’s friendship with Eartha Kitt was 
exceptionally warm, as demonstrated by the personal letters and photos to be found in this 
collection. In addition Sid James was a close childhood friend, and Lowe was considered 
instrumental in launching James' film career in 1947. Tragically in 1976, she was performing 
opposite James in The Mating Season at the Sunderland Empire Theatre, on the night he 
suffered a fatal heart attack on stage. However Olga Lowe was a trouper in all senses of the 
word, and was described posthumously by The Stage as "an actress of extraordinary 
versatility." Her many credits included Pal Joey, The Pajama Game, Guys and Dolls,       
Where Eagles Dare, Carry on Abroad, The Avengers, Steptoe and Son Ride Again,         
Randall and Hopkirk (Deceased), The Riddle of the Sands, Nijinsky, Uncle Vanya and 
EastEnders.  
 
Please note the superb provenance of her collection, which has been directly consigned via 
her spouse Keith Morris. 

 

A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY  

Olga Lowe (1919-2013) was strikingly exotic with dark good looks, high cheek bones and 
Slavic eyes harking back to her Russian Jewish ancestry. She was born in Durban, South 
Africa, on September 14th 1919 to a well-known musical family with her father, Charles 
Lowe, leading the Johannesburg Symphony Orchestra. Olga attended dancing classes in 
Johannesburg, and in 1935 she moved to London to further her dance studies. At the tender 
age of 17, she took the opportunity of travelling to Brazil to perform with the singer Carmen 
Miranda in her glamorous cabaret, followed by New York in 1939 to appear in Clifford C. 
Fischer’s iconic Folies Bergère at the Broadway Theatre. In 1940 she auditioned for Hoopla, 
a charity show for which she was coached in tap dancing by her childhood friend Sid James, 
years before his comedy stardom. Following the outbreak of the Second World War Lowe 
joined the Union Defence Force Entertainment Unit, where James was a sergeant, and 
assisted him in choreographing and producing shows for the troops. As stated previously, 
Lowe and her husband John Tore were considered instrumental in launching James’s film 
career in post-war Britain. By the most unfortunate of coincidences she was sharing the 
stage with him, in The Mating Season at the Sunderland Empire, when he died mid-
performance in 1976. 

In 1942, after her stint with James in Africa, Lowe decided to return to New York on 
board City of New York, the year after America joined the Second World War. It was an 
American-South African cargo and passenger liner carrying 6600 tons of cargo, and just 144 
passengers (including crew). Nearing the end of its journey, on March 29th 1942, the ocean 
liner was torpedoed by a German submarine (U-160) and fatally sunk in the Atlantic Ocean, 
40 nautical miles east of Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. Olga Lowe miraculously survived the 
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attack, but 24 people lost their lives on that fateful day. Maybe that is one of the reasons 
she lived her life with passion, a true trouper, shaking herself off and carrying on – life was 
to be lived and she truly lived it, grabbing every opportunity that came her way. 

As such, after the Second World War, Lowe returned to the United Kingdom and 
tirelessly worked in regional rep, before appearing at the London Palladium in 1949 as a 
‘stooge’ to the headline performers Harpo and Chico Marx. This was the start of a close 
friendship with Harpo Marx and his wife Susan, as witnessed in the personal 
correspondence within this collection. 

Lowe’s persistence paid off, with her career break coming in the original London 
Coliseum production of the musical Pal Joey in 1954. Her relatively small role as a reporter, 
and spirited performance of the humorous song ‘Zip’, proved a triumph. On the second 
night, her routine was so well received that the applause delayed the scene that followed by 
several minutes, and resulted in much press coverage and positive reviews. Success 
continued the following year in the original London run of The Pajama Game, also at 
the Coliseum. Various film credits followed, with a memorable performance as the evil        
SS Nazi officer Lt. Anne-Marie Kernitser in the 1968 film Where Eagles Dare, the wartime 
adventure movie starring Richard Burton and Clint Eastwood. Later stage work 
included Kenneth Branagh's production of Uncle Vanya at the Lyric, Hammersmith in 1991, 
and as part of Peter Hall's company at the Old Vic in 1997. As a supremely versatile 
performer, TV, stage and film work was consistent over the years, and she worked tirelessly 
in the industry she loved until her final days. 

In terms of her personal life, Olga Lowe was married three times. Her first husband, 
John Tore was not only an actor but also a composer, and was responsible for penning the 
musical ‘Golden City’, a romance set during the South African Gold Rush. It was first 
performed at the Adelphi Theatre London, on 15th June 1950, with 140 performances – a 
copy of which is in this collection, alongside photos of Tore with Eartha Kitt and Bob Hope. 
Tragically John Tore died in 1959 of a heart attack, aged just 38. Lowe went on to marry 
Peter Todd shortly after Tore's death, however the marriage between Lowe and Todd ended 
in divorce in 1962. In 1970, Lowe married actor Keith Morris, with the couple remaining 
devoted to each other until her death in 2013.  
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